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would have been either taken or killed, had not Desaix arrived at the moment to save him, and to proclaim victory. But whilst Desaix was leading his troops to glory, his own fate was determined ; in an hour after he had joined the army with his men, lie fell. He saved his country from disgrace, and his commander from destruction. On receiving the mortal wound, lie had only time to say to Lcbrun : " Go to the First Consul, and tell him, that the only regret which I feel is, that I have not done enough for posterity : " and with these words he expired. Napoleon, on hearing this misfortune, exclaimed, " Why am I not permitted to weep ? "
Desaix was born of noble parents, and devoted to the service ; he was by birth a soldier. At the military college, he surpassed his companions in his studies, and in promptness for abstract science. In his youth, lie was not addicted to dissipation, but on all occasions 'his distinguished talents procured him the, respect of Bro^lio and Custine, to whom he was successively nidi--de-rump and major of brigade. At the opening ol' the, war, his first remarkable action was before Landau, Walking alone in the delightful country which surrounded that town, he heard on a sudden the clash of arms ; his ardent spirit animated him ; and without other weapons than a slight stick in his hand, he tlew to the place from whence the sound proceeded. In an instant he finds himself in the midst of French and Austrian cavalry : each party having been sent; thither for the purpose of reconnoitring : an engagement had taken place. Desaix rushes into the midst, encourages his countrymen by his voice and gestures, is overthrown and made prisoner ; is disengaged, and renews the fight, and succeeds inre,y on the death of Augustus, fifth Earl, on August 8, 1810.
